
FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COi\llMISSION

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chaiffi1an Ge.tman~ Commissioners Downey, Knox, Scott and Swanson

FROM: Alan Herndon, Chief Investigator
Jon Wroten, Investigator

DATE: June 6, 2001

SUBJECT: MAJOR DONOR PROGRAM -INFORMAJION

At the December 8, 2000 Commission meeting, a presentation was made regarding the Enforcement Division's
proposed plan to address Major Donor reporting. The goal of the Major Donor Program is to encourage voluntary
compliance with the campaign stat~ment filing requirements for Major Donor Committees. The plan addressed both
proactive public outreach and education for Major Donors, with respect to their filing requirements, and swift
enforcement of violations by committees that fail to fulfill their reporting responsibilities as mandated by the
Political Reform Act.

Upon completion of the presentation, the Con1Jnission adopted the proposed recommendations to implement an
expedited major donor enforcement program utilizing a "streamlined" stipulation, decision and order fomlat along
with a "standardized" fine schedule.

In most cases, these Major Donor Committees received a notice from a recipient committee alerting them to their
filing obligation. An additional courtesy notice was mailed by the FPPC Technical Assistance Division alerting
them to the filing obligation and informing the ResQondent of services and assistance available to them.

The fines for these enforcement cases are based on the timeliness of the response by the Major Donor Committees
to contact from the FPPC Enforcement Division based on the follo\ving graduated "standardized" fine schedule,
which was approved by the Commission at its December 2000 meeting. Every committee ilad the option of riot
participating in the "streamlined" program and requesting to be prosecuted through the formal administrative

hearing process.
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